
Press Release: For Immediate Release 

Date: 9/28/09 

Contact; Donn Henderson, Irwin Main St. 724.296.8074/ Rana Ganjihen 

412.913.0476/Patricia Popovich 724.493.3968 

THE HISTORIC IRWIN HOUSE WELCOMES NEW SIGHTS AND 

SOUNDS 

One of the primary goals of the Irwin Main Street Program has been to revitalize the downtown 

Irwin landscape and bring new businesses into the mix. As a result, the program is pleased to 

welcome the addition of two new merchants to the downtown area located in the John Irwin 

House--Countryside Flowers & Herbs and Rana’s Music Studio . Now when you visit the 

Historic John Irwin House now, you will not only be greeted by warm, cuddly teddy bears, but 

also the scents  of Grandma’s kitchen,  and to the delightful sounds of cello, viola, or violin 

coming from the second floor. 

Patricia Popovich’s Countryside  Flowers & Herbs is being welcomed the historic site. Patricia 

has been in the business since 1991 starting out growing her own herbs. The business was 

previously located in a Greensburg craft mall for 13 years. The new site has expanded to 

include a variety of handmade country décor items including potpourri, floral baskets, and 

wreaths created by Patricia as well as featuring artisans from across the eastern half of the 

United States.  

Patricia felt the John Irwin House was a good site for her store because of its convenient 

location close to downtown plus the historical aspect of the home.  “It seemed to be a perfect 

setting to present Amish and Pennsylvania country décor” said Popovich. The shop, located on 

the ground floor, features Vermont bobbin lighting, Billy Jacobs paintings with Amish frames, 

and paintings by Don Vack who specializes in Amish barns and landscapes.  She currently 

plans on being open weekly from Wednesday through Saturday. An Open House is being 

planned for Saturday, October 17th.  

Rana’s Music Studio  -- Rana ‘s Music Studio now occupies space on the second floor of the 

Irwin House.  Rana Ganjineh has studied in Tehran, has a B.S. in Music Education from 



Duquesne University, and has recently taught in the downtown Irwin area. In her new facilities, 

Rana plans to expand her music programs in cello, viola, and violin to better suit the needs and 

desires of her students.  

Trained in the Suzuki approach to teaching cello, she offers private lessons which include group 

lessons where students learn how to play together with other musicians and where they prepare 

for recitals and concerts in the area. 

Rana came to the area in 1989 and has seen a lot of changes in the downtown Irwin landscape. 

She is happy to see the recent significant changes which have been helped along by the Main 

Street and Irwin Projects.  The studio is proud to be part of that effort by adding to the 

community’s cultural offerings through her music.  

The John Irwin House located at the corner of Main Street and Pennsylvania Avenue has been 

a landmark in downtown Irwin since 1836. The home has been passed down through 

descendents of the Irwin family to its present owner, Edith Altman, the wife of George Irwin 

Altman who is now deceased.  It’s a great destination in and of itself.  Daughter, Sandy Jenkins, 

has owned the Ye Olde Teddy Bear Shoppe , for the past 25 years at the Irwin House. The 

shop prides itself in having a large selection of quality plush animals of various sizes, plus 

collector pieces, and artist bears.  

Other tenants at the John Irwin House, 624 Main Street, include Sharon Bone’s-Mary Kay 

Training Center and  Independent Beauty Consulting; Counselor Kevin Rico, LCWS; and the 

Sterns Center for Developmental and Behavioral Health.  
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