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IRWIN BUSINESS & PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATION (IBPA) July 2007

The Irwin Business & Professional Association is an all-volunteer group that meets weekly on Thursday mornings at 8:00 a.m. at the Norwin Chamber of Commerce building at 321 Main Street Irwin PA 15642.

Our mission statement is:  The Irwin Business and Professional Association is an all-volunteer group that promotes the health and vitality of Main Street for the benefit of the surrounding communities.

Some of the events that we sponsor are:

· April – Car Cruise – Cost of Approximately $3,500 each year

· June – Ethnic Festival – Cost of approximately $2,000 each year

· August – Flea Market
· September – Fall Craft Show & Festival – Approximately $2,000 each year

· October - Halloween Parade – Cost of approximately $500 each year

· November – Light Up Night Parade – cost of approximately $5,000 each year

· December - Cookie Tour – Cost of approximately $2,300 each year

· IBPA publishes a brochure of businesses in town free of charge to the businesses, which have cost almost $1,500 for 2007 alone.  The brochures are also distributed to various locations in town free of charge.

That’s a total of over $16,500 a year that we raise just to have events and bring business into our town!

We spent $1,650 to have trees trimmed along Main Street and 4th Street and $1,450 to have trees trimmed on Oak Street.  In 2006, we spent $2,500 having various electrical boxes and outlets installed on Main Street so that we could have different events and vendors.  We also plan on spending another $1,500 to have outlets repaired before the next Light Up Night.

We also administer the Parking Token Fund, which costs approximately $120 per month by the printing of the tickets and reimbursing the Borough for the ½ hour parking grace period that each ticket allows.

In addition, we patronize the businesses in Irwin for all of the services that we use for our events.  IBPA is a member of the Norwin Chamber of Commerce.

The money is all raised through placemat advertisements and the hard work of the committee that meets every week to come up with ideas that benefit the town and the merchants.  You can support the IBPA by buying a placemat ad for only $65.00!

As a merchant, you should try to attend at least one meeting a month.  Your input and ideas would be greatly appreciated as well as your help with any of the events. New ideas and help with additional events would also be greatly appreciated.  

We all have to work together to make Irwin a vital community.
